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WEDDING CEREMONY
OPENING WORDS
Dearly beloved: We have gathered here in the presence of God and this company to witness and to celebrate the union of this man and this woman in the bond of Holy Matrimony.  
The covenant of marriage was established by God in creation, and our Lord Jesus Christ endorsed this manner of life by his presence and first miracle at a wedding in Cana of Galilee.  
It signifies to us the mystery of the Union between Christ and his Church, and Holy Scripture commends it to be honored among all people.  
The union of husband and wife in heart, body and mind was instituted by God as a lifelong covenant of companionship for your mutual joy, help and comfort in times of both prosperity and adversity.  
Therefore marriage is not to be entered into lightly, but reverently, deliberately, and in accordance with the purposes for which it was instituted by God.


Into this holy union 8man8 and 8woman8 now come to be joined.  If any of you can show just cause why they may not lawfully be married, speak now or forever hold your peace.

 LEI EXCHANGE

In Hawaii the custom of giving and receiving leis is reserved for special occasions, as an expression of honoring one another from the heart, in the true spirit of aloha.  Your wedding leis, because of their circular shape, having no beginning or end, signify the continuation of true and abiding love within your marriage.

I ask that you now exchange your leis to celebrate your wedding, to honor one another and the commitment that you are making to each other today.

Starting with 8man8, take your lei and place it over 8woman8 ‘s head and repeat after me: 


8woman8, I give you this lei as a gift from my heart, symbolizing my appreciation and respect for you.  Aloha. 

(kiss)

8woman8, take your lei and place it over 8man8 ‘s head and repeat after me:

8man8, I give you this lei as a gift from my heart, symbolizing my appreciation and respect for you.  Aloha. 

(kiss)

With your permission ..... a few brief thoughts.
LOVE     Agape
In a few minutes you will be taking vows to LOVE each other forever.
In the English language we use the word love to describe everything from friendship to physical attraction to warm, fuzzy feelings.
Greek; Agape (explain)
Jesus said, “Greater love has no man than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”
It’s not likely you’ll be called upon to lay down your lives in the ultimate sense like Jesus did for us 
                  But

True love is a willingness to lay down your life for your partner daily by giving of yourself, your time, your energy, and your resources for the benefit of your partner, even when you don’t feel like it. 

Being willing to compromise;
To act in each other’s best interest

To be devoted to your partner’s success in their every endeavor, and to help them become all that God has created them to be.
True love is to lay down your life daily for your “friend”. 

FORGIVE
Right now you both look rather perfect, and I’m sure you have the greatest desire and intention to love each other perfectly, but being human we all inevitably fall short.

When you fall short, take the high road of humility and be quick to admit your faults.
Quick to forgive.
COMMITMENT
We’ll hope your life together is an endless succession of blissful days, but just in case it isn’t, that is why you take these vows, so that even when challenges come, your commitment remains just as strong as in the times you “feel” in love.     
You are saying to each other: “My commitment to you will not waver with the storms of life.”

DON’t take one another for granted.

DON’T KEEP SCORE

Chapter of Love (1 Corinthians 13)

Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
Love never fails. 

QUESTION OF INTENT:


8woman8, Will you have this man to be your husband; to live together in the covenant of marriage?  Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?  

8man8, Will you have this woman to be your wife; to live together in the covenant of marriage?  Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others, be faithful to her as long as you both shall live?  

VOWS:

(Bride and groom face each  other and hold hands)

8man8, Please repeat after me:

This is my solemn vow.  I, 8man8, take you, 8woman8, to be my wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish till death do us part. 
8woman8, Please repeat after me:

This is my solemn vow.  I, 8woman8, take you, 8man8, to be my husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish till death do us part.
RINGS:

These rings are a lasting symbol of the vows and commitments made on your wedding DAY.  

Circle represents the endless quality of your love.
Purity of metal represents the undivided nature of your love and commitment to each other.

8man8, please place this ring on 8woman8’s finger and repeat after me:

In token and pledge of 
our constant faith and

abiding love, with this ring 
I thee wed.

8woman8, please place this ring on 8man8’s finger and repeat after me:

In token and pledge of 
our constant faith and
abiding love, with this ring 
I thee wed.
BLESSING:


Dear Lord, thank you for this wonderful Hawaiian day.  Thank you so very much for bringing this couple together.  Please bless their union with love, joy and peace.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

DE8woman8TION:

Now that 8man8 and 8woman8 have given themselves to each other by solemn vows, with the joining of hands and the giving and receiving of rings, by the authority vested in me by the State of Hawaii, and as a minister of the Gospel, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, I now pronounce you husband and wife.  What God has joined together let no man put asunder.

You may kiss the bride!!!

Ladies and gentleman it is now my great honor to present to you 
Mr. and Mrs. _____________________.






